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LGBTQ VISIBILITY, MEDIA
AND SEXUALITY IN IRELAND

About the Author:

This book traces the turbulent history of queer visibility
in the Irish media to explore the processes by which a
regionally based media system shaped queer identities
within a highly conservative and religious population.
The book details the emergence of an LGBTQ rights
movement in Ireland and charts how this burgeoning
movement utilised the media for the liberatory
potential of advancing LGBTQ rights. However,
mainstream media institutions also exploited queer
identities for economic purposes, which, coupled with
the eruption of the AIDS pandemic in the 1980s,
disrupted the mainstreaming goals of queer visibility.

Drawing on industrial, societal and production culture
determinants, the author identifies the shifting
contours of queer visibility in the Irish media,
uncovering the longstanding relationship between
LGBTQ organising and the Irish media.

Paraic Kerrigan is a Teaching Fellow with the School of Information and Communication
Studies at University College Dublin. His research pertains to the dynamics of diversity in
media industries, specifically centred around Ireland’s LGBT community.



